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Dear attendees, 

Welcome to the Dossin Barracks. 

Today, on 27 January, we pause. 

Not to confine the past to history, but to keep facing it. 

We remember the six million Jews murdered during the Holocaust. We also 
remember the Sinti and Roma, people with disabilities, political opponents, and 
all those who were persecuted and killed because they were denied the right to 
exist as themselves. 

We gather here today to remember and remembrance is never neutral. It is a 
deliberate act of attention. On this day, we commemorate the victims of the 
Holocaust and acknowledge that this history does not belong solely to the past, 
nor only to those who were persecuted and murdered. It is part of our shared 
historical record.  

This place, known as the “waiting room of Auschwitz in Mechelen”, bears witness 
to what happens when human beings are reduced to categories and when power 
is exercised without moral restraint. From here, Jews, Sinti, and Roma were 
deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau: many never to return. What occurred was not 
inevitable. It was organized. Administered. Normalized. 

To engage with this history is therefore to examine the conditions, structures, 
and choices that made such violence possible. It asks us to look closely at how 
states operate, how authority is exercised, and how societies respond to 
exclusion and repression. In that sense, this history concerns us, not as a moral 
abstraction, but as an ongoing field of historical knowledge that remains 
relevant to understanding the world we inhabit today. 

History shows us how authoritarian tendencies take root: gradually and often 
with public consent. They grow when fear is mobilized, when minorities are 
scapegoated, when democratic checks are weakened, and when obedience 
replaces conscience. Mass violence is preceded by administrative decisions, 
social conformity, and the erosion of moral boundaries. The Holocaust began 



long before deportations: with words, with classifications, and with exclusions 
that were allowed to stand. 

In this context, hate speech deserves explicit attention. Hate speech is not 
merely offensive language; it is a social mechanism that dehumanizes, 
normalizes exclusion, and prepares the ground for discrimination and violence. It 
shifts the boundaries of what can be said, and eventually of what can be done. 
When hatred is tolerated in public discourse, online or offline, it weakens social 
cohesion and undermines the equal dignity of all. History shows us that hate 
speech was not an afterthought of violence: it was one of its earliest enablers. 
Confronting it today is therefore not a new challenge, but a long-standing 
responsibility. 

The history of the Dossin Barracks confronts us with the consequences of 
indifference and silence. They remind us that democratic values, freedom, 
equality, solidarity, and the rule of law, are fragile. They require active care, 
vigilance, and civic courage.  

History asks us to listen attentively to the voices of others, to uncomfortable 
truths, and to the facts that challenge our assumptions. It also asks us to 
examine our own roles in shaping the public sphere we inhabit together. 

The society of tomorrow is shaped by the decisions we make today. Let this 
commemoration be a moment of remembrance and resolve: a commitment to 
safeguarding the dignity of every individual, resisting the slow drift toward 
dehumanization, and ensuring our society remains a place where no one is made 
to fear for their safety because of who they are.  

Thank you. 


